
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

PBC Linear Announces 
Universal Robots+ Partner 
Certification for Its Applied 
Cobotics Cobot Feeder
Roscoe, Illinois, USA – May 22, 2023 – PBC Linear, a Pacific 
Bearing Company and a global leader in linear motion 
solutions, is pleased to announce that its Applied Cobotics 
Cobot Feeder, a CNC machine feeding application kit which 
delivers and stages parts to be placed into a machining 
process, has received Universal Robots+ (UR+) partner 
certification from Universal Robots (UR). 

PBC Linear’s Applied Cobotics Cobot Feeder includes a base storage and retrieval unit with a UR 
cobot pedestal, an enclosed steel rack dunnage tower with a 17-tray capacity that safely stores up 
to 50 pounds of material, an HMI touch screen display for easy lift control, Ethernet IP, Modbus, and 
standard UR cobot communications. 

Designed to address material handling and labor shortage issues, the Cobot Feeder boosts 
UR cobot production without significant increases in labor. PBC Linear’s Cobot Feeder helps 
manufacturers achieve a higher return on their investment (ROI), with paybacks in as little as two 
months with the Cobot Feeder and UR cobot operating 24/7. By reliably loading and unloading 
dunnage trays that a UR cobot can consistently access, this versatile CNC machine-tending tool 
provides a standardized platform for storing, staging, and delivering parts into a position that the 
UR cobot can reach for loading and unloading.
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“Machine tending is a critical process in manufacturing and one of the most popular 
applications for UR cobots,” says Joe Campbell, senior manager of applications 
development at Universal Robots. “By constantly feeding the cobot new parts to 
accurately pick and place, Applied Cobotics optimizes this process significantly. We’re 
excited to include the Cobot Feeder in the UR+ product portfolio, benefitting our rapidly 
growing customer base looking to automate this task.”

The UR+ platform is a comprehensive ecosystem of certified partner products designed to 
seamlessly integrate with UR cobots. Operating a Cobot Feeder alongside a UR cobot provides 
several benefits to shop floors:

https://www.pbclinear.com/Products/Applied-Cobotics/Cobot-Feeder-Automated-Storage-Retrieval-System
https://www.universal-robots.com/plus/products/applied-cobotics-pbc-linear/cobot-feeder/
https://www.universal-robots.com/plus/products/applied-cobotics-pbc-linear/cobot-feeder/
https://www.universal-robots.com/
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•  Higher efficiency: It reduces changeovers and robot downtime, leading to increased cobot 
output.

•  Increased productivity: It provides a significant boost in cobot production, up to 16 times 
more than single-tray applications.

•  Cost containment: The Cobot Feeder helps mitigate the impact of rising labor costs. One opera-
tor can oversee multiple stations, allowing them to focus on production flow and quality control.

•  Greater flexibility: The Cobot Feeder enables shop floors to adapt to dynamic markets with 
multiple parts runs, lights-out automation, and shorter lead times.

•  Recruitment and retention: The Cobot Feeder helps create a more engaging, more fulfilling, 
and safer work environment, making the workplace more appealing to young recruits 
and helping to retain experienced workers who seek skill development and an improved 
workplace atmosphere.

•  Higher return on investment: Recovering the cost of the Cobot Feeder, the UR cobot, and 
accessories occurs in approximately six months running a single eight-hour shift or in as little 
as two months when operating 24/7. To learn more, access the online ROI Calculator today.

Using sample parts or CAD files, the PBC Linear Applied Cobotics team can provide flexible, cost-
effective, custom-molded, or machined nests in as little as a day, allowing manufacturers to tailor 
dunnage trays to meet specific application requirements and quickly accommodate new product 
introductions. 

About Universal Robots 
Universal Robots is a leading provider of collaborative robots (cobots) used across a wide 
range of industries and in education. Founded in 2005 and headquartered in Odense, Denmark, 
Universal Robots aims to create a world where people work with robots, not like robots. Its 
mission is simple: Automation for anyone. Anywhere.

Since introducing the world’s first commercially viable cobot in 2008, Universal Robots has 
developed a product portfolio reflecting a range of reaches and payloads and has sold over 
50,000 cobots worldwide. An extensive ecosystem has grown around the company’s cobot 
technology creating innovation, choice for customers and a wide range of components, kits and 
solutions to suit every application. 

For more information, please visit www.universal-robots.com

About PBC Linear
PBC Linear has been a proud member of the Rockford-area manufacturing community since 
1983. The company has created and patented innovative linear motion solutions and has 
greatly expanded its technology, expertise, and services to become a complete linear motion 
manufacturer. Through its partnerships in Europe and Asia and its worldwide network of 
distributors, PBC Linear has positioned itself as a trusted global leader in bearing products and 
linear motion technology. 

https://appliedcobotics.com/
http://www.universal-robots.com
https://www.pbclinear.com/


Applied Cobotics social links:
facebook.com/PBCAppliedCobotics
twitter.com/AppliedCobotics
linkedin.com/company/pbc-applied-cobotics
www.youtube.com/user/pbclinear

Contact PBC Linear:
Marketing Department 
marketing@pbclinear.com 
Ph: +1.815.389.5600
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Product Links:

Applied Cobotics: Home Page

Applied Cobotics: Product Page

Applied Cobotics: Cobot Feeder Product Page

Universal Robots : UR+ / Cobot Feeder Partnership Page

Applied Cobotics is a brand developed by PBC Linear to provide 
innovative solutions for manufacturing automation. In additional to 
the Cobot Feeder, they include improved workforce skills through 
augmented reality training, improved safety and output, and a 
strong foundation for the next generation of labor professionals.

AppliedCobotics.com

https://www.facebook.com/PBCAppliedCobotics
https://twitter.com/AppliedCobotics
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